May Wildflowers
by Kate James
When walking through fields and narrow lanes one is often met with colourful, persistent, and
beautiful flora protruding through the ground at every turn. Being not a simpleton but neither a
botanist there are some I know to name and some I don’t. The latter I am determined to change.
(Latin names in italics and all photos taken by me)

Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta
To start easy, here is my find. Known for its ‘bell’-like petals, onesided drooping stalks, and glossy
green leaves. This bloom is not
yet fully open. Native to Ireland,
found in April-May around
deciduous woodland and hedges.
Herb Robert
Geranim robertianum
Also known as Red Robin, Death
come Quickly, Fox Geranium, or
Stinking Bob (but I don’t think it
smells too bad). Pink flowers with red-tinged leaves and stems.
Grows in woods and hedges. Native and abundant.
Dandelion Taraxacum officinale
Very common and native.
Often called a weed. A signifier
of acidic, aerated soil.
Greater Stitchwort
Stellaria holostea
A favourite of mine.
Native, common
around hedges and woods except where the land is acidic.

Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris
A very common native perennial. Fern-like leaves. Also known
as Queen Anne’s lace. The sap causes skin irritation so be
careful when handling.

Lesser Celandine Ficaria verna
8-10 petals with glossy, hairless leaves. Prefers
damp soil and flowers throughout early spring.
Native.
Hairy Bittercress
Cardamine hirsute
Flower all year round.
Apparently a common garden weed. Native.

Daisy Bellis perennis
Perennial native flower, sometimes tinged pink or red.
Very common and known by everyone.

Cut-leaved Dead Nettle Lamium hybridum
Introduced annual flower. Found in fertile ground.

Cuckoo Flower Cardamine
pratensis
Also called Lady’s Smock.
Native perennial. Can be
white of light pink. Grows in moist woodland, meadows and lawns.

European Gorse Ulex Europaeus
Flowers all year but peaks in April.
Native. It has two-lipped yellow
flowers. Sweet scented with sharp
thorns. Prefers dry acidic soils.

Bush Vetch Vicia Sepium
Native perennial. Dull blue/purple hairy flowers.

Germander Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys
Native perennial with blue flowers, dark veins, and a white
centre.

Common Dog-Violet Viola Riviniana
Scentless five leafed flowers. Common native
perennial with heart shaped leaves.

False Oxlip Primula x Polyantha
Naturally occurring hybrid between Cowslip and Primrose. Native.

